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return to normality it began to think seriously of their solution
as a necessary sequel to that return. Inevitably the issue was
raised as to the competence of the still unfamiliar and in a real
sense untried parliamentary system to solve them. That is the
real significance of the identification of the parliamentary republic
with Germany which was brought about by the Nationalist
decision. It meant that what was now on trial was not the form
of the state but the parliamentary system; what its ablest profes-
sorial defendant has called "the technique of liberty." This was
not a situation which the politicians had ever felt any particular
obligation to think out. In Germany the opposition to parlia-
mentary democracy had been largely factious; it was still not
merely triumphantly efficient—to all appearances—but was hardly
challenged in the classic lands of democracy; it was still the goal
set before the classic lands of tyranny; and the lands in which
it had temporarily suffered spectacular defeat were politically
backward. That democracy had enemies they knew,, though they
hardly knew its subtlest enemies. Fascism and Bolshevism were
two obvious ones, and yet both had described themselves as
"extreme democracy/' a striking admission, and the politicians,
cheerfully consoling themselves with the reflection that Russia
and Italy did not belong to western civilization, easily came to
the conclusion that what might appeal to either could never
appeal to the mature, the educated nation. Nor were they without
reason for their belief, for, if Germany had rejected Bolshevism,
she had rejected less violently but hardly less decisively the
version of Fascism offered by her "national" extremists. Even if
they had admitted the fact that parliamentary democracy was
now on trial, they would not have been alarmed, because they
would have felt that an adverse verdict was unlikely.
If there was one thing that was clear, or should have been
clear if the parliamentary system were not to be finally con-
demned, it was that the system of expedients must be abandoned
for some principle of government which the electorate could
understand, by the application of which it would influence
policy which, when applied, would give what was to it good
government. What had to be found was a way by which the

